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I. he award ceremony cum gala dinner was held at the Holiday Inn Golden Mile Horel.
Founded by Hong Kong entrepreneur and philanthropist D David Harilela, THHE ONE
Hong Kong is an annual award that celebrates and empowers local heroes spending
tireless efforts to alleviate poverty and suffering. The winner will be awarded HK$200,000.
Two runners-up will be awarded HK$80,000 each - the prize monies aim to bolster their
humanitarian efforts and expand existing service projects.

Before the meaningful event started, we had had the opportunity to speak with Dr Harilela
and one of the finalists. Past District Governor (PDG) Dr Harilela is an ardent businessman
but more importantly perhaps, a philanthropist. His love of charity and Rotary stems from his
family - his father and uncles were all Past Presidents of their individual Rotary clubs,

To those not in the know, The Rotary Foundation is a non -pruﬁt corporation that supports
the efforts of Rotary International to achieve world understanding and peace through
international humanitarian, educational, and cultural exchange programs. THE ONE,
a project by Rotary International District 3450. looks to find a hero, an angel or a healer -
someone who wakes up every morning and puts others before himself/herself; someone
who embaodies the Rotary motto “Service Above Self”. THE ONE was conceptualized and
founded by Dr Harilela, who gln;dh took us back to the day when the idea was born.,
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Not everyone is enamoured with the idea of sainthood as we are often taught to think critically about society
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commitment and devotion of their award finalists, who all have the potential to become what they coined as BREERRAEMEEEAEE e — % -
the "Mother Teresa of Tomorrow™. '
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1 was asked by the President of Rotary
International to do something different,
something from the hearr. somerhing
impactful to help the maximum amount of
people. 1 eame up with the idea of ereating
THE ONE. which is to look for unsung
heroes in the world, As for THE ONE Hong
Kong, it recognizes the heroes especially in
this place where | was born,” THE ONE
Hong Kong was launched in 2014. In 2017,
IHE ONE Philippines was founded as part
of u bigger plan ro ereare a global legacy.

Apart from Mother Teresa, Hendrik
Wiuebben, a German doctor. was another
muse who motivated Dr Harilela o come
up with the award. Dr Wuebben has worked
in hospitals in South Africa and later set
off o work in Windhoek, Namibia., where
fundamental problems such as poverty.
unemployment, prostitution and drug
tratficking prevail. He completely devoted
to his cause despite working with no pay.
having knives and guns drawn on him and
being artacked by a drug tratficker’s hit-man.

Many people haven't heard of Mother Teresa until
she died. We attempt to reward the heroes with the
maximum amount of capital allowed in order for

them to do the maximum amount of good deeds

“The inspiration of ercating THE ONE
harks back to my admiration rowards
Mather Teresa. Mother Teresa had always
acted without caleulation and just wanred o
be there for those in need. 1 thought that was
really fantastic and special. Why can't we do
more to support and recognize people like
her? Many people haven't heard of Mother
Teresa until she died. We amempe to reward

the heroes with the maximum amount of

capital allowed in order tor them to do the

maximum amount of good deeds.”

“T'he person who won THE ONE Hong

Kong will auromatically become the semi-
finalistar THE ONE international next vear.
Our judging requirements are very high. Ie's
for somebodh who has dedicated his or her
life one hundred percent in helping people
in no less than five vears. There are many
people who write chegues, but somebody
who is willing to spend his life every single
day ro offer kindness. this is the Mother
Teressa Complex’, the "Dr Wuebhben® we are
looking for. Personally when I do something
good, | feel good. and to me. this is God'",

There are many people who write cheques, but
somebody who is willing to spend his life every single
day to offer kindness, this is the ‘Mother Teressa
Complex’, the ‘Dr Wuebben’ we are looking for
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Bom into an American Irish family in 1939 in
Chicago, Sister Angela Marywas oneof the finalists
who has served the Brazilian community of Cidade
Dutra for four decades. She remembered in vivid
details about her grandmother who sowed the
seeds of benevolence and righteousness in her
young heart in 1944,

“I was with my grandmother and she was with
this lady, who was an alcoholic. It was a hot
summer at the night of Chicago and the air
smelled of beer. The lady has rich brown hair
and she was crying. It penetrared through my
budding soul; to me, my grandmother was so
kind and I thought, I wanted to do this for the
rest of my life, to take care of people who are
sad.” In 1965, Mary went afar to Brazil to teach
History and English at a college. After ten ycars,
she decided she wanred to work with the poor.
With all the unknown and uncertaintics, it was
almost like a charitable journcy without maps.
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“I worked in Sao Paulo with the youths in the
slums against the background of police violence
and military dictatorship. With my partner, we
bought a tiny piece of land sponsored partly from
an unknown source, So that’s how we started

and remained there for the next 4o years.”

Aside from feeding the needy with hot meals
twice a day, she offers education and classes on
Christian faith as well as painting, sculprure,
theatre and sports for free. ™ hrough the Pro wjecto
Sol, we enacted social transformarions through a
pedagogy based on the fine arts, The slum is so
‘ugly™ because life of the youths who inhabited
there is o deprived of anything beautiful. They
see themselves as garbage.”
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Since Projeto Sol began, 8.000 youths and

3.000 families have gone on to live fuller lives,
armed with dignity and hope for a brighter
tomorrow. Most of the staff of Projeto Sol
are past students thar have been inspired
by her teachings. Projeto Sol is an oasis for
local children. As of today, Projeto 5ol is
expanding with a new land purchase. There
is an extraordinary and lovely ballet room, a
large art room, a theatre and a gymnasium.

Cidade Dutra, where most of its residents
are unskilled and illiterate migrants from
the northeast region of Brazil, is especially
in need of a core group which nurtures
selfesteem and focus in life. Racher than a
privilege, itis the right for the youths there to
receive quality education. Mary put it so well
ar the end of the interview: “When the worst
part of the humanity takes over, the good has

to strive more than ever to gain space”,

Jeff Rotmeyer, who founded Impact HK
and the Love 21 Foundation to care for
the homeless, auristic and down syndrome
communities in Hong Kong, won this year’s
award of THE ONE Hong Kong, Apart
from Rormeyer, all finalists including Mary,
deserve our genuine appreciation for their
significant contribution in the humanitarian
causes, They have all worked around different
kinds of restraints and really intent on making
this world a berter place for all people
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